S

g

P / R . d'\ - -,
ALTA WEISS (CENTER) AND HER BASEBALL ALL-STARS
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Ahead of her time ...

By BRIAN WILLIAMS

Jaws dropped and voices rose a
few years back when girls were first
allowed to compete in Little League
baseball. Girls? Playing ball? With
boys? ‘‘Preposterous!’’ opponents
scoffed.

But the idea of coed baseball was
not a new one. It was not common at
the turn of the century, but neither
was it unheard of.

Alta Weiss mowed down many of
her male counterparts, frequently
pitching her Ragersville baseball
team to victory. In October of 1907,
her notoriety began to spread across
much of Ohio when Cleveland
newspapers marvelled at her
abilities.

Dr. George Weiss fostered his
daughter’s talent after, as the story
goes, her abilities were recognized
when she threw a corncob at a cat
with considerable accuracy and
speed at a young age. As Alta grew
older, Dr. Weiss added a heated room
to the barn so she could train during
the winter months.

BY THE time Alta was 15, her
father felt she was ready for competi-
tion and he unleashed her on the
growing Tuscarawas County
baseball world, She more than held
her own on the mound and guarded
first base when she wasn't pitching.

In 1907, Alta's junior year at
Ragersville High, she and her sister
traveled to Vermillion near Lake
Erie. One morning, while she had
nothing else to do, she asked a couple
of boys on the beach if she could play
catch with them. After convincing
them that she could catch, she as-
tounded them with her throwing arm.

Word spread and within a few days
Alta was on the mound beating a
reputable Vermillion semi-
professional team. Newspaper
coverage heralded the novelty and
she spent part of her summer going
back and forth between Ragersville
and Vermillion, pitching games in
both towns.

The Daily Reporter’s Oct. 2 edition
of that year said Alta passed through
Dover on her way to Cleveland
“where she will pitch today in a
game in League Park.” League Park
was the Cleveland Indians’ home
stadium in those days.

The Cleveland Press, the same
day, said, ‘“The girl is a phenomenon
— nothing more or less.”

The next day, the Reporter carried
a Cleveland Plain Dealer account of
the game, but did not report the
outcome: ‘““‘She had an inshoot, an
outcurve and a ‘spitter’ that worked
well. She fanned five of her op-
ponents and held them to eight hits,
two of which should have been easy
outs.”

ALTA'S FINAL game of the 1907
season was at the Tuscarawas Coun-
ty Fair on Oct. 18. “MISS WEISS
PUTS UP GREAT GAME,” bellowed
the Daily Reporter headlines the next
day.

Her Ragersville team was defeated
by Mineral City, 12-11, but Alta pitch-
ed just four innings, allowing one hit
and striking out five batters. The
paper said she was the only real
attraction at the fair and that she
played before probably the largest
crowd ever to see a game in the coun-
ty.

“Those who had doubts as to her

ability to pitch a ball anything like a
man were set right with the first ball
thrown,”” said the Reporter. “The
first Mineral City man to bat was
struck out and Miss Weiss had to her
credit the three putouts of the in-
ning.”

After graduation from high school,
Alta again went to Vermillion, this
time with her father, who had
purchased the semi-pro team there.
Dr. Weiss’ flair for showmanship sur-
faced when he changed the team
name to the Weiss All-Stars and out-
fitted his daughter in a black uniform
to contrast with the white suits worn
by the rest of the team.

Alta would pitch five or six innings
several times each week and then
finish the games at first base. She
played in three different states
besides facing some of the finest
clubs in northern Ohio.

Within a few years, however, Alta
traded the field of baseball for the
field of medicine. Her earnings on the
diamond put her through the College
of Wooster and the Starling Medical
School. She joined her father in
medical practice in 1914 in
Ragersville, although she still played
occasional baseball games in the
area.

Alta lost much of her enthusiasm
for the medical profession after the
1918 flu epidemic, but practiced for
another 20 years in Norwalk, where
she and her mother had moved. She
died in Ragersville in 1964.

Far ahead of the women's rights
movements of today, Alta Weiss
pioneered two fields and must surely
have been, as the Cleveland Press
said, a phenomenon.

Bap—
S
T

e ey

e

3
)

R
o
™

&N

¥ i

L
By

o

-
v

Lo

s

. A ’
e N s N

: e et A3 LR T A
N Lo AR TO L oy i

’ " 2 e .'«“a\v 2 -
L e ’
wﬁaﬁ‘?‘!;z T haic

" “eila ‘*“y_d
o , '.' .

e

P ——

Py i

CY YOUNG IN CLASSIC PITCHING POSE
He won record 511 big league games

Cy Young’s record
may stand forever

Did you know that Cy Young was a
holdout his first season in profes-
sional baseball?

Yep. He didn’t think $40 per month
was enough, so he held out for $60
after he persuaded his father to let
him leave the farm at Gilmore and
play ball with the Canton team in the
Ohio and Pennsylvania league.

Of course, he didn't last long with
that team. After pitching only 36
games for Canton, Young finished
the 1890 season with a 9-7 record for
the Cleveland Spiders at a salary of
$75 per month.

In 1891, the Spiders moved into the
brand-new League Park where Cy
Young began to really make his
mark. He won 27 games and lost 20
that year, and the next season he was
36-11 and led the National League
with a 1.93 earned run average. He
went on to win at least 20 games
every year until he slipped to 18 in
1905.

AFTER NINE successful cam-
paigns in Cleveland, Young was sent
to St. Louis when the Spiders’ owner
bought the franchise there after the
1898 season.

In 1901, Young started pitching for
Boston where, during his first three
years, he had three of the best
seasons of his career. Winning 33, 32
and 28 games, he lost only 10 in each
campaign. In 1903, he pitched in the
first World Series game in major
league history. He and the Red Sox
lost to Pittsburgh, but Boston won the
series, five games to three, after
Young pitched two later victories.

On May 5, 1904, Cy Young pitched a
perfect game for Boston, one of three
no-hitters during his 22-year career.

In 1909, at the age of 42, he returned
to the Cleveland team, then known as
the Naps. The Boston management
felt the pitcher (sometimes referred
to as Old Tuscarawas) was washed
up. Young won 19 games that year,
including a two-hit shutout over the
Red Sox.

After two-and-a-half more years in
Cleveland, old Young, at 45, went to
the Boston Braves. Back in Boston,
he closed out a career during which
he amassed 511 victories — a mark
perhaps destined never to be broken
— against 313 defeats (some sources
say 315) for a percentage of .620.

He also hurled 77 shutouts and
started and completed more games
than any other man before he return-
ed to his farm.

Though Cy Young is certainly the
most illustrious ballplayer ever to
come off local diamonds, he was not
the first area man to make the major
leagues.

Albert Mays of Dover was prob-
ably the first. He spent six years in
the old American Association, com-
piling a lifetime pitching record of 53-
90. His best season was with New
York in 1887 when he won 17 games.
Unfortunately, he lost 34 that year.

In 1888, Mordecai Davidson of Port
Washington managed the Louisville
aggregation in the AA to a 37-55
seventh-place finish and became the
first local man to be a major league
manager. (Young was the second,
piloting the Red Sox briefly in 1907.)

FRANK LaPORTE of Uhrichsville
batted .281 during an 11-year career,
mostly as an infielder for the New
York Yankees. Three times he batted
over .300. In 1911, with the St. Louis
Browns, LaPorte swatted 37 doubles
and 12 triples. He finished his career
as a second baseman in the maverick
Federal League where he drove in
107 runs for Indianapolis in 1914 and
retired after the 1915 campaign at
Newark.

Four former major leaguers who
were not born in the area but played
ball in Tuscarawas County were
Alfred ““Shoddy’’ Shaw, Cy Marshall,
Cy Swain and Eddie Onslow, who
now lives in Scio. Shaw was Cy
Young's catcher in Boston in 1901.
Marshall played one year for the Buf-
falo Federals under Manager Harry
Schlafly of Beach City in 1915 before
becoming active on county diamonds
beginning in 1920.

Schlafly was a player for four
seasons, beginning in 1902, and was a
player-manager for Buffalo in 1914,
when he led that team to an 80-71,
fourth-place finish. He was ousted
after 43 games in 1915.

“Schlafly’s knowledge of baseball
has never been questioned,”’ said the
Daily Reporter on June 4 that year.
‘““He is the driving type of manager
and has had difficulty with his
team.”

Other area men said to have reach-
ed the majors, though records are
sketchy, are Peg Moore and Gene
Moore, the father of Uhrichsville’s
Whitey Moore, a pitcher who played
in the World Series for Cincinnati in
1939 and 1940.

THE 1906-07 NEW PHILA HIGH BASEBALL TEAM
(Identification unavailable)
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MIDVALE SPEEDWAY'S
SPRING SPECIAL

This Saturday Night April 29th

v SUPER LATE MODELS LATE MODELS
+ FIGURE 8'syk SPECTATOR STOCKS

Time Trials 6:00 P.M. 1st RACE 8:00 P.M.

MIDVALE SPEEDWAY

MIDVALE, OHIO

Rt. 250 South
Of New Philadelphia

Brightwood VW-MAZDA

East High Ave. Ext., New Phila. Ph. 339-3353

GLC
HATCHBACK

E.P.A. Highway

Estimate

* Spunky Overhead - Cam
Piston Engine!

* True Built-in Quality!

* Extensive List of Standard
Features - Unique!

* Real Driving Economy!

* Plus Tax, Title,
& Options.

The TIMES-REPORTER
THURS., APRILZT, 18 B-5
DOVER NEW PHILADELPHIA, OHIO

THETHIRST FIGHTER

16 Oz. Pepsi Light, Diet Pepsi And
Regular

PEPSI
*1.19

(Price Good Thru April 29th)

Since The Famous Model “"A" In
1928, We have been helping
keep the cars on the roads in

Tuscarawas and Harrison Coun-

ties. "'The Independent Oil Co.” 8 PAK

BOTTLES

Plus
Deposit

Now Available at Mr.C's

PIZZA BY
PENSO

Just Call 339-4141 To Order

MR. C's DRIVE THRU

Rt. 416 Southside New Phila.
PH. 339-4125

Independent 0il Co.

Division of Laurel Valley Oil
Phone (614) 922-2312 Stillwater, Ohio

¥ Wickes Lumber

Which Way Is The Right Way ?

Perhaps you've tried to figure out which way is the
right way to protect whatever you value the most. You
know insurance is one way, but there are so many dif-
ferent types of insurance.

Stop in today and we will work with you to find the
one way to provide the right insurance you need at a price

you can afford.
« Home I 1 {A * e
® Liabiny ‘ ® Lide

May We Introduce

ROMIG INSURANCE AGENCY, Inc.

140 N. Walnut 5t., Gnodenhutten Ph.(614) 254.9421
316 E. Third S1., Uhrichsville Ph. (614)922-242)

PANELING

e MANY STYLES
AND COLORS

e THOUSANDS OF
QUALITY PANELS vty

e CHARGE IT AT WICKES
o NO SALES TO DEALERS

CANADIAN OAK

e Start paneling today and SAVE

REGULAR s798

SAVE 25%
BY PURCHASING LARGE

4'x8' Panel

$599

Whatever

- perience and skill. We're trained to do the

For Safety's Sake...

Check With Us
HORN ELECTRIC

Even the simplest electrical job takes ex-

job safely and effectively.

Serving the Community Since 1947

HORN ELECTRIC CO.

Rear 608 Tuscarawas Ave., Dover
PHONE 364-7784
*COM AERCIAL *INDUSTRIAL *ELECTRICAL CONTRACTING

QUANTITIES WE CAN OFFER
YOU THESE GREAT VALUES

HIGHLAND BIRCH HICKORY NUT

@ Enjoy the beauty of birch! o Soft, natural color complements any
@ Features a rugged, easy-care finish decor
@ Real birch veneered 1/4" plywood @ Cleans up with soap & water

E 5 9 o Woodgrain print on 5/32" plywood
; Reg. 8.98 5 9 9

4'x8’ Panel 4'x8' Panel

Your Tastes, You'll
Find The Panel
You Want At Wickes!

PLU S A WIDE ASSORTMENT OF OTHER TOP
« » s QUALITY PANELS AT SIMILAR SAVINGS.
REG. SALE
GOLD SURFER woodgrain print on 4'x8" 5/32" plywood pane! $6.49 35.99
TRADITIONAL BIRCH woodgrain print on 4'x8’ 5/32" plywood panel 7.98 6.99

1.99
9.88

GASLITE woodgrain print on 4'x8’ 1/4" hardboard panel 14.98 12.88

PREFINISHED MOULDING...SAVE 10%on Entire Stock
3 EASY WAYS TO CHARGE . ..

Use the handy Wickes National Credit Card, personalized Time Payment Plan or your own Bank Cards!

PANEL A 12x12
ROOM WITH

HIGHLAND BIRCH

% $QH76

Price Includes 12 1/4" Plywood
Panels Only

\\\\\\ Wickes

Lumber

SENECA DAK Woodgrain print on 4'x8’ 1/4" hardboard panel 8.98

HAND HEWN woodgrain print on 4'x8’ 1/4" hardboard panel 10.98

Copyright 1978 by The Wickes Corporation

Just Say CHARGE IT!! |y g, RT. 36 at Port Washington

% 7 Miles East of Newcomerstown
DAILY 8-5 SATURDAY 8-3

498-8384




