‘urged by school commission

COLUMBUS,_Ohio‘.

(AP)—Ungraded classrooms and team
teaching to provide quasi-individual in-
struction were among key recommen-
dations made today by a Citizens’
Commission on Public School Person-
nel Policies in Ohio.

The commission’s report, present-

ed to Gov. John Gilligan, recommends .

eliminating rigid-age-grade classifica-
tions and the use of teacher teams to
vidual student needs. -

Financed by foundation grants, the
commission has contacted educators
across the state in its'study.

" The report notes numerous schools

in the state which have already had

success with programs using team
teaching, ungraded classes and flexible
building space. . &,

It said, “The state is dotted With
small fires that need to be fanned.”

Commission "members said the
. traditional approach of one teacher to
classroom of students, ‘‘has resulted in

treating children as if all with a birth-

‘day in the same year have the same
interests, abilities, motivations, and
personal styles of leamirpg.’_"

They refused to recommend a
model program, but said team teach-
ing has proven to be a flexible ar-

t for providing each child
with the specific help he or she needs
at any time.

Team teaching can also benefit

‘teachers, "who. can learn observing

their colleagues and obtain support in
areas in which they may be weak, the
report said. o e

Team . teaching also helps new
teachers by not isolating them in a
classroom on the assumtion they can
take up full teaching responsibilities

- immediately.
_provide more flexible staffing for indi- '
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Children may be stuck with a bad
‘teacher a Wh%lez year or find them-
selves with a teacher with a clashing
personality ‘under the old system, the
report said. -

With team teaching, teachers
share the responsibility of assessing

each student and prescribing his
needs. A child might find himself with
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~if heis having trouble IT:%
then assigned toanoldergmq:ﬁra—
other subject.

Team teaching also penmts eacl
teacher to specialize in “instructional
‘materials” and bring the use of - tq:e
recorders, . overhead j
video tape to children who wulll -lt
benefit from these aids if ‘their lome
teacher were not trained in their use.

'I‘hereportalsoadvoutrsuaq
- more teacheraxdestoaﬂowteachs

devo tention to the al
“and problem :areas wbae their train-
ing is most needed.
-~ In addition, itnowsﬂnttmlhr
promotions “‘lead away from the class-
room,” and suggests provision should
be made for. promoting good feachers
" without' channeling team mumh-s-
tration and away from f A

as much as ‘good’ teachers.”
Adequate state funding would le
" needed to get innovative programs off
the ground, the report said, but added,
“Continuing costs have provea to be
little or nore more than thnse of tradi-
tional plans.”
Federal seed money is often mot
ougl_l to get a school through imitial
plnnmng ‘reorganization and teacher
preparation fora newpmgran, the re-
port said. :
. Fundsarealsolnmtedtone'd;

—granted-to schoolsadqmlgxm—
proven program from anothef school. .
programs have proven feasible in Ohio

—for_urban-scheols;-rural-schools, poor

—schools andTichschools. ™

¢ -“Parents seem to question change
in schools largely out of fear that chil-
dren may learn less of the 3 R’s and

“that discipline mlght’ suffer,” the re-
port said. ’
- But it added, “Most of the




