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()n—oua\mn thr Ough(luuhphl\it)u of Dover and New -
Philadelphia schools and with more frequency in recent years
the respective boards of education have mi{l to explore prob-
lems of mutual concern. e i

— They have included large quantity purChuSes of materials
~ used by both districts to save money, operation of a combined
- service facility for school buses and vocauonal education,
l)ommaun" the disc u\snons “if not in fact at least in

thought, was the ultimate pos«nbxh!y of merging the two dis-
tricts. .

—Withathletic traditions, enriched by a major rival match in
football each fall,. al\\ava a. pnmfa_cnnsui!:rinnm._meu..t.nialknw
failed to move beyond the discussion stage.

e That is untit Jan. 22, 1969, when 3 consultants m—'-'l‘?mmasm'
— Quick,-assistant_superintendent for-instructionfor the Ohio___
Department of Education, and Drs. Virgil Blanke and Roy A

Larmee of ()hm State Umwnn\' S odutalmn - mctr),\nh!he 2 .

boards. -

Quick explained that under present Ohio law the decision to
.mergé rests with the boards_and the “ulllmalc (hmw llce
with the voters of the districts,”

All 3 suggested the boards. continue to study — poqubly for,

the next year .— (omnhdalion of the Dover and New Phila-
——delphia dmtnt’tf*’ ==

- On-March 12, 1969, during a joint meeting, the boards of
education announced they would employ an Ohio State Uni-
versity team to mnduu an edu(ahona| facnlmes and selvucs

~ study of the
$3000 for cmh dNnd pd\dbk‘ over um years. A
“The team, headed by ‘Dr. Marion Conrad. of OSU's edu(d-
== tional and -administration—and _facilities —unit; ~subsequently—
gathered data through ques(nonndlres mtmvnev\s. surveymg
buildings, looking at the tax base, etc.
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_ It has resulted in the ‘definite recommendalgon 1hal the two

~——gistricts-unite in-regards to facilities, curriculum: dnd admin:’

**** istration--An-informal report-to lhal effect was pre\emed to
the boards on July 21 .

A complete report on the survey team’s findings and recom-
‘mendations’ contained in a 22(‘rpage valume, -is now being
studied by board members and school administrators. Copies
will be made available for pubhc scrutiny later:

Because the merger quesllon is so vitally 1mporlant to vxr-

' tually every person in Dover and New Philadelphia, The
———Times-Reporter will-serialize the reportin-detail, The-first-

story, which concerris cdumlmnal 7needs; ‘will. appear tomo-
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