No manclal help m 51ght teachers are told

ByGREG WULIGER
T-R Bureau Writer

COLUMBUS — Representatives of
the state administration told teachers
from Dover and New Philadelphia
Wednesday that despife claims by Re-

publicans, the Democratic adminis- °

tration of Gov. John J. Gilligan could

forecast no budget surplus to help_out_

the two financi: ydistmsed

John B. Olsen of the Office of Budget

us until we could convince the votilig
public of the need for more money to
work wif

Keller préoenbed a statement'to Olsen
and Hinig-in-which he -said: “In our
+ school districts, we find that the in-

flationary costs are far exceeding addi- _

tional funds.”

& |
president of the

ew

—TIIVID‘MYERS_
Philadelphia Education Assn., said he '

‘‘didn’t receive any en ouraement”

and Management, an assistant and
geelp. William w!i:‘. Hinig (D-New Phila-

), met with representauves from
the%dmn here.

from the meeting, “‘exc
to be aware of the over all problem.””

Myeusaxd the problem was, ‘‘no mon-
ey ...thecostof living, the costot every-

Donald R. Keller, preside:noft.heDo-—{hmg isgoing upsofast.”-

verEducahonAssn . described the ses--
sionthisway: -~

‘‘Most of the time, in my opinion, was

New Philadelphia school officials say
they will have to close in the fall of 1975
without more funds. Dover officials say

seem

Appronmately 250 teachers from the
two districts were in Columbus, but less
than 25 met with Olsen and Hinig. The
contingent included Supt. Bill Kinneer of
Dover. The other 225 went to a bnefmg

‘at the headquarters of the Ohio Educa-

tion Assn. —theteachers lobby.
'As announced Tuesday. the teachers

: dld mtroduce proposals for a reform ot‘

cludmg a $1000 mmlmum in state foun-
dation supportper student gared to the

g. lhey a roposed tha
the federal government collect the state
income tax. It was suggested this would
save the state the cost of collection,
which-could then-be passed on to-the-
schools.

KELLER SAID he was
State Sen Douglas Applegate (D-Steu-

that

ore- - they canremain open

3 T arecuts in
their operating expenses. Y

see any way they could be of service to

strong language said he had other thmgs
to do besides attending the meetmg wuh
the teachers.

The text of Keller’s proposal to im-
proveschool financing follows:

“M;stofourproposals are designed to
prevent the yearly scramble for funds
that face our school district and many

Since the passage of the state income
‘tax, we have not passed a local levy. We
have suffered three successive defeats.

““The people of Dover remind us that
first-they passed anincome tax-to‘solve’
the school funding problem.’ They have
directed us to get the necessary funds
from the state and that is ane reason we
arehere.

“IN OUR SCHOOL DISTRICTS, we
find that the inflationary costs are far
-exceeding additional funds. Where our
school districts used to benefit yearly
from local growth in the total tax eval-
uation of the district, the current foun-
dation of the district, the current founda-
tion program calls for a-reduction in
foundation monies almost equal to the
gaininloealtaxrevenue: - o

signed to 3llow for a more equitable d
trlhutxoﬂ of funds to the school dnstncts

““The schools are vix;tually the only

s method of collectmg t.hese funds As an
educator, T'would much rather see mon-
ey spent on education than on tax collec-

“‘First, in regard to unmedmte needs
of the Dover district. While it is true the
dxst.nct is receivmg 8354 000 in addmon-

““The proposed personal property Liax

public systems that must return year af- _reduction, while it does have atwo-year
ter year to the ballot box to obtain fund- hold-fasi clause, would again prohibit a

ing. We have become a symbol of what
the public feels is excessive taxation and
the object of the yers revolt

“~The at additional 25 per T cent pe per pup'l
state funding we propose is the min-
imum required to allow our districts to
continue to operate through 1975 wnthout

school district from realizing any in-
creased funds from increase in values.
Since the guarantee must come from
state funds, this would reduce money
available for increased funding of educa-
tion.

. “It would also seem that commumtjes
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nomically stable, would be gambling
greatly that the economic growth stimu-
lated by the personal property tax reduc-
- tion would equal the eight-year declining
personal property tax figures. I might
also point out that to remain in a hold-
fast financial state, for a school district,
is really to fall behind as costs continue
to escalate.

~ “Inorder to prevent the constant reoc-
currence of the funding problems in our
schools, we have proposed ideas for your
consideration in future programs. What-
ever program is adopted, we feel that it
must meet some basic criteria as fol-
lows:

No surplus, teac
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hers are 1
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(1) — Funding srya/ﬂd be ba¥ed on a
minimum per pupil guarantee with re-
maining funds distributed to the school
districts in proportion to funds gener-
ated in that district.

«“(2) — Districts should have a two-
year guarantee period. |

““(3) — There should be provisions for
building and maintenance capi.al.

‘%ﬁ) — There must be an automatic
cost of living adjustment. )

“(5) — Tax collection should be on an
equitable basis, in the most economic
way possible.”



