By KAY WILLIAMS

A discussion of marijuana usage by
Dover High students, held at the board of
_ education meeting Monday night, left
board members feeling that *‘something

_: should be done’* but unsure of the most

effective course of action.

The topi'c was introduced by Brad
Swinderman, a secondary special educa-
tion teacher, who -told the board: *‘I

Swinderman, who said—his-own in- .

‘vestigation into students’ drug usage

stemmed from an unspecified incident
which occurred last winter, presented
these estimates:

That 60-to 65 per cent of-the students -
were marijuana ‘‘users’’ (as_a Friday
and Saturday night social habit) ; that 70
to 75 per cent had tried it at one time or
another, and that a much smaller per-
centage had.come to school “‘stoned”

camenot tg indict, but to challenge.”

nts use ‘grass’

““The problem is well into the junior
high,’’ the teacher stated.

THE APPARENT reasons, he said,
were peer pressure, handling the com- -
plex problems of society, boredomr and

~frustration and-the desire for a “‘cheap -

thrill.” a .

““This is an educational and commu-
nity problem,” Swinderman said, as he

with some regularity. :
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Dover school board

and school officials attempted to define

___the role of | Lhe_schooLsgLsLemJn_dﬁahng_s money.”" -
_ withit

Part of Swinderman’ s lheory dealt
with the school'systéem. ‘*We teach sub-
mission to the authority of superior
force,' he stated. ‘*We are not fostering

who are makmg money ‘and the reason

Supt. Bill Kinneer, who said, ‘‘I-don’t
know what the solution is,”” also com-

‘mented that there was no drug usage 15-

20 years ago, when there was more
school authority.

the concept of community and democra-
cy and we don’t develop critical think-
ers."”

Specifying that he was speaking of
school systems and society in general,
and not just Dover High, Swinderman
‘noted that typical health classes (which
he termed ‘‘plumbing courses'') were
not effective. “‘Sometimes I think: the
students could teach them, because'they
know more about what's going on' than
the teachersdo,’’ heé commented.

HIGH SCHOOL principal Robert
Schrock, who attended the session to dis-
cuss a more routine principal's report,
took exception to Swinderman’s’ com-

system.

“It always bothers me when people
just take pat—shots at the idea of author-
ity," he'said. *‘Schools used to be a1
tougher than they are now, and students
weren’t taking drugs then. We kee
backing down and backing down and giv-
ing the students more and more author-
ity and freedom and then people point

the finger at us and say ‘You haven’t

done the job." " )

The reason for the prevglence' of
drugs, he said, was because ‘‘people
make money from it.’

I

h been_a cxvnllzatlon
which was based on making money
. which’ survived?"' he asked. ‘‘Who is

doing the selling? Who is making the

records and the movies which are glam-
orizing the drug scene? It’s the people

BOARD MEMBER Ed West asked
Swinderman, ‘*‘Who are these students?
Is it only the comparative failures in
high school, or are they students iike
class officers and (band) sectlon lead-
ers?”

Swmderman responded that the use ol
marijuana ‘‘cut across all lines,” in-
cluding students in leadership positions,
members of the National Honor Society

; and athletes, as well as “‘bummerkids."’

Isabel Moore, board president, asked:
“‘Do they think nobody cares" Isita cry
for help? :

As board members dlscussed methods

problem and possxble ways of dealmg
with it, a 1975 June graduate who attend-
ed the meeting as an observer was. solic-
ited for comments. e

“You're right that most people don t
know what’s going on,"” he responded.—
“‘But first.of all, don't call it a problem,
call itasituation———

‘Also, don’t say ‘drugs.’ Say ‘mari-
juana and alcohol.’ Combine these two,
ecause they’re part of the same thmg

for students and adults. Let's say we're

allin the same boat, students and adults,
and let’s figure out’a way to get out of

il | T

ted—that—sfudent—dis——

cussion-courses, led by the students to

dlscuss the sﬁuatlon openly, might help
“if it’sdone rlght

BOARD MEMBERS led by Mrs.
Moore, stated they felt a moral resp0n51-
bility to attempt a course of action: Kin-
‘neer said in-service meetings could -be
held for the faculty, to make them more
aware.

Members stated, however, that drugs—
were a community problem relating to
the home and the church and not just the

" school system. 5

Swinderman said l_le- presented his
statements to the board after much con-
sideration, because ‘I know that many
[)eople do not really recognize the prob--

em. We must work for better commu-
nications and take a moral stand in the

. community.”

He said most high school students
were ‘‘bored todeath’ and that the *‘sys- -
-tem, the regimen’” connected with h oper-

: atlng*the schools icould be examined. -

. ing to them instead of w1th them? Can we
makg¥ education productwe mstead of

o repressnve‘?” R il
~ “Ihave seen the problem up ciose, and

Lam worried and concerned. I am riot in-

alctmg this school system, I am only say-
mmware-and—

ing we need to become
. to try to iace lt hesaid.” . -
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