Lena .. B30
Lee ... e
o] i
=
ol

FEESRERE

|

ge8zzlzleplzEte:

e

i

;Eti_!.-::tr:‘f
EH TR
i

L

I
32

5‘:&2#:."5:3
i

%%z

TEIeitens

33337 L6111

gl
f

an

i

L

o

I

413

AR ABITAA:

20 Seprlnos]

onirazlrenerelozeples:

PR
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OHIO: OUTPOST OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION

The purpose of this story-map of Ohio during the period of
the American Revolution is to illusirate some of the major
events that influenced the conduct of the war on the western
frontier. Rather than a collection of historical details, we
have tried to create a visual portrait of the struggle for a land
that was destined to become Ohio, seventeenth state of our
nation.

The contest for control of this land and its resources is really
the story of the conflict between the people who lived here
and those who came later. It involves more than powerful
Indian chiefs or great military leaders of the American and
British armies. It is also the story of individuals like the
persevering settler trying to wrest a homestead out of the
reluctant forest on a hostile frontier; and it is the story of the
British soldier whose duty put him in the crossfire of a war
thousands of miles from home. But mostly, it is the story of
the Indian who saw the white man first as a visitor, then as an
intruder, and finally as an invader threatening to push him
from his ancestral hunting grounds and into obscurity.

There are many books, articles and historical documents that

provide additional facts about these events, and anyone S —
interested in reading more about the frontier during the

Revolutionary period will rediscover an exciting part of our

country's history. A few of the more interesting books used

in the development of this story-map were:

Westward Expansion by Ray Allen Billington.

The Great Lakes Frontier by John Anthony Caruso.

Frontier America: The Story of the Westward Movement by
Thomas D. Clark.

The Ohio Gateway by D. E. Crouse.

Council Fires on the Upper Ohio by Randolph C. Downes

The Frontiersmen by Allan W. Eckert.

River To The West and The Heartland: Ohio, Indiana and
Ilinois by Walter Havighurst.

A History of Ohio by Eugene H. Roseboom and Francis P.
Weisenburger.

A Revolutionary Frontier, 1763-1785 by Jack M. Sosin.

Advancing the Ohio Frontier by Frazer Ells Wilson.

OHIO TOUR AND TRAVEL INFORMATION

For infarmation on Ohio Festivals and
other events of interest, call Infohio
toll-tree (1-800-282-0250).

Some Historic Sites and
Points of Interest Located by

The Index of the official Ohio Highway
Map lists Points of Interest.

For additional travel or general Ohio
information, contact: Office of Travel &
Tourism, Box 1001-M, Columbus,
Ohio 43216. Phone (614-466-8844).
For State Parks information see below.
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Congress ratified and signed the final Treaty of Paris. Ben

Franklin, John Jay and John Adams, representing America
in the negotiations, were able to secure from Lord Shelburne, the
British prime minister, concession of all the lands west to the
Mississippi River and north to the Great Lakes.

Shelburne, realizing England could not impede the ex-
pansion of the settlers with artificial boundaries, conceded the lands
but, in so doing, gave the fledgling American government some new
problems. How could the Indian issue be resolved, the land divided
and settled, and those independent settlers governed by an untried
new Congress hundreds of miles away?

m On September 3, 1783 both England and the American

Licks, Clark again assembled a large force of Kentuckians

and led them across the Ohio early in November, 1782.
Going up the Miami valley, he destroyed the remaining villages at
Piqua and Pickawillany, then marched several miles north to bum
Loramie’s Post.

This expedition by Clark marked the final skirmish by the
Americans in the Revolutionary period. By late 1782, preliminary
treaties were being negotiated in Paris. Even though the period of the
Revolution was about over, the struggle with the Indians under the
influence of the British would continue for another thirty-three years,
until 1815.

@ Enraged at the Caldwell-Girty raid and ambush at Blue

The infamous white renegade, Simon Girty, born a white

but raised as an Indian, had been directly or indirectly in-

volved in most of the actions of the period throughout the
Ohio country. Having been with Bird's expedition in 1780, he now
guided Captain Caldwell and Colonel McKee from Detroit in another
strike into Kentucky in late August, 1782, this time on Bryant's
Station. The Kentuckians were better prepared, however, and the
attack failed. Led by Daniel Boone, the Kentuckians pursued the
raiders up the Licking River to Blue Licks. Here, in spite of Boone's
warnings, they were ambushed and defeated. Girty and the British
raiders returned to Detroit.

AT

In May, 1782, a party of 500 Pennsylvania volunteers led by

Colonel Crawford left Mingoe Bottom for an assault on

the Wyandot and Delaware villages in the Sandusky plains.
The subsequent battle was a draw until the Indians were reinforced
by troops from Detroit and Shawnee from the south. The Americans
escaped under cover of night.

The next day they fought a retreating battle which turned
into a rout at the banks of the Olentangy River. Among the prisoners
taken by the Indians was Colonel Crawford. Not having Colonel
Williamson on whom to take revenge for the Moravian massacre,
they slowly tortured Crawford until he died.

Ten years earlier, in 1772, Moravian missionaries David

Zeisberger and John Heckewelder established two Indian

missions in the Tuscarawas valley—Schoennbrunn and
Gnadenhutten. The mission Indians were suspected by each side of
being too friendly with the other. Finally, in 1781, the British and
their Indian allies forced the Moravian Indians to move to the
Sandusky plains, near the Wyandot villages. Facing starvation,
about 150 were allowed to return in February, 1782, to gather the
remaining crops. A raiding party of Pennsylvanians under Colonel
Williamson rode into Gnadenhutten and, refusing to believe these
Indians were peaceful, deliberately massacred over 90 men, women
and children.

Henry, Colonel Brodhead had been warned that several

clans of the Delaware were becoming hostile. He decided
to strike first, hitting their central villages on the Muskingum River at
present site of Coshocton. In August, Clark made another attempt to
attack Detroit. He started down the Ohio River only to learn that
additional reinforcements under Colonel Lochry had been attacked
and all the men killed or captured. Clark finally abandoned the
campaign. Although by early 1782 the Revolution was drawing to a
close in the East, the conflict in the Ohlo country continued, as the
next several incidents will demonstrate .. . .

o By the middle of 1781, tension was growing again. At Fort

AFTER THE REVOLUTION . ..

The people of the upstart English colonies in America
had finally won their seven-year struggle for independence. Now
they were faced with the struggle to shape their common
resources, as well as their differing interests and internal
disputes, into a new government designed to serve all of the
people equally.

As gateway to the newly acquired territory of the
Northwest, the Ohio country would soon play an important role
in this effort. And just as Lord Shelburne had foreseen, the new
Americans—settlers, soldiers, farmers and frontiersmen—would
soon turn this “Outpost of the Revolution” into the heartland of a
new nation.
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Route taken by British Commander
Colonel Hamilton to recapture

Vincennes in late 1778. He was

defeated there by Clark in February, 1779.

April 12, 1782

Ben Franklin and British
Commissioner Oswald begin
peace talks in Paris.

February 27, 1782

British House of Commaons
petitions King George to
make peace

November 18, 1781
British evacuate
Wilmington, North Carolina

October 19, 1781
Cornwallis
surrenders at
Yorktown
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September 23, 1780
Benedict Arnold
exposed
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August 16, 1780
Cornwallis defeats
General Gates
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The rumor of plans to attack Detroit, along

with the wavering loyalty of the Indians,

spurred the British into renewed action.
Colonel Bird led a mixed force of Indians and
soldiers from Detroit in June, 1780, to attack
Ruddell’s and Martin’s Stations, south of the Ohio
River. His expedition returned to Detroit with several
hundred prisoners.

To retaliate, George Rogers Clark returned
from Kaskaskia, having just put down another
British assault there, and took a force of 1000
Kentucky riflemen into the upper Little Miami Valley
and destroyed the Indian town and stockade of
Piqua on the Mad River, near the present site of
Springfield. The battle at Piqua greatly discouraged
the Indians and brought another year of temporary
quiet to the Kentucky settlements.
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BEFORE THE REVOLUTION ...

At the time of the Boston Tea Party in 1773, the land
northwest of the Ohio River was almost exclusively Indian
territory. Except for a few French and English trading posts,
there were no white settlements in the area that three decades
later would become the state of Ohio.

Ten years earlier, England had won the territory as far
west as the Mississippi River from France. The British Crown, in
an effort to confine the colonists to the eastern seaboard, had
forbidden settlement west of the Allegheny Mountains and later
declared the border of Quebec to extend to the Ohio River. Both
of these actions added to the growing discontent of the colonies,
particularly Virginia which felt it had claim to much of the Ohio
region.

The artificial boundary line of the Quebec Act failed to
impress the independent frontiersmen, and small settlements
began to spring up along the eastern and southern side of the
Ohio, in what is now Kentucky and West Virginia. The Indians
realized that permitting this “invasion” of settlers to continue
would only result in the loss of their forests and hunting
grounds. It was time, they agreed, to resist and they became
openly aggressive by attacking the frontier settlements.

The hostility on both sides increased until the Spring of
1774 when an incident occurred that turned hostility into warfare.
A group of Mingo Indians—including the sister and other relatives
of their chief, Logan—were brutally murdered at Baker's Cabin.
John Connoly, opportunistic agent of John Murray, the Earl of
Dunmore and Royal Governor of Virginia, seized on the incident
to declare that open war with the Indians was about to begin,

thereby providing the pretext for Lord Dunmore
to move troops into the Ohio country . . .
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GALLERY
OF INDIVIDUALS WHO
WERE INVOLVED IN
THE EVENTS ON THE
REVOLUTIONARY
FRONTIER

May 6, 1778
British attack
American ships
in Delaware River

Richard D. Jackson
Director

June 18, 1778
" A& il British evacuate
William E. Turner Philadelphia
Jim Klepser
Randall Buchman
Professor of History
Defiance College

the West, other events were happening. In

February, 1778, General Hand had struck
against the Indians along the Mahoning River.
Congress, convinced that Detroit must be captured,
organized an expedition under General Mcintosh.
Leaving for the Sandusky plains in late October,
1778, Mcintosh reached the Tuscarawas River and,
at the present site of Bolivar, constructed Fort
Laurens. Winter weather halted a further advance
and, by the following year, lack of reinforcements
and supplies, plus constant attacks by Indians and
British troops, finally forced Fort Laurens to be
abandoned.

In October, 1779, Colonel Bowman crossed
the Ohio to assault the Shawnee villages on the
Little Miami at Oldtown, near the present site of
Xenia.

o While Clark was surprising the British in

Virginia Militia

sending Major McDonald from Fort Fincastle to skirmish

against the Shawnee villages in the Muskingum valley, and
ordering Colonel Lewis to assemble a force and move down the Big
Kanawha to the Ohio River. Dunmore took his troops from Fort Pitt
down the Ohio, pausing at the mouth of the Hocking River to
construct Fort Gower as a supply post. Early in October, he
proceeded up the Hocking toward the Shawnee villages on the
Pickaway plains, near the present town of Circleville.

Meanwhile, the force under Colonel Lewis had reached
Point Pleasant, where the Kanawaha joins the Ohio, and began
constructing rafts to cross the Ohio and join Dunmore’s force.

o By July, Lord Dunmore had organized the Virginia militia,

expedition, decided to attack while the two forces were still

divided. In the early moming of October 10, he engaged
Lewis’ men in a bloody hand-to-hand battle. Comstalk’s warriors,
although equal in number, were unable to defeat the seasoned
woodsmen in combat, and finally retreated on October 11.

Shaken by the unexpected strength of the “long knives”,
and fearful of another defeat by Dunmore’s force, Comstalk offered
to meet Dunmore and come to terms for peace. He agreed to return
prisoners and keep the Indians north of the Ohio River. Dunmore,
sensing there could be trouble if the recently embattied men under
Lewis arrived, ordered Lewis back to Point Pleasant.

0 Cornstalk, chief of the Shawnee, on learning of the military

The Mingo, living in villages to the north near the present
site of Columbus, refused to be a party to Comstalk’s
treaty, so Dunmore sent a detachment of men to force their
submission. Although he was not against peace, the Mingo Chief
Logan refused to sign any ireaty with the white man. In his famous
speech at the Logan Eim, he eloquently conveyed his bitterness over
the injustices he had suffered, including the Baker's Cabin incident.
Dunmore's campaign of 1774 accomplished at least two
major objectives: it quieted the hostilities between the Indians and
the small setllements along the Virginia side of the Ohio, and it
solidified Virginia's land claims north and west of the Ohio River.

Dunmore returned briefly to Fort Gower. While there, the

men of Dunmore’s command, in response to news of the
growing disagreement with the British in the East, drew up the
Gower Resolves, the first assertion by a military group for separation
of allegiance. The Resolves set out their feeling that, while the
militiamen had served Dunmore and the King in good faith, they
asserted their desire for separation from the Crown over “liberty . . .
the real interests and just rights of America.”

o After the completion of negotiations with Comstalk,

the British tried to turn the Indians into allies by encourag-

ing their natural hostility against the settlers. The best the
Americans could do was to hope the Indians would remain neutral.

An incident that caused many Indians to tum against the
Americans occurred in November, 1777. Comstalk, realizing he could
no longer restrain his tribesmen, rode to Fort Randolph at Pt.
Pleasant to warn the soldiers. He and his party were imprisoned as
hostages and a short time later brutally murdered by soldiers
infuriated over an ambush by some unknown Indians. The death of
Cornstalk meant the end of any neutrality between the Shawnee and
the Americans.

0 Following the outbreak of hostilities with the Americans,

British fortifications in the West that provided supplies,

weapons and encouragement to the Indians. A young
Virginia officer named George Rogers Clark conceived a plan to
upset the British strategy by capturing Kaskaskia, Vincennes and,
eventually, Detroit. With the support of Govemnor Patrick Henry,
Clark assembled his expedition at Fort Pitt in May, 1778. With about
150 men on flatboats, he used the Ohio to reach Kaskaskia, and on
July 4 surprised the British with a middle-of-the-night invasion.
Aided by several French allies, he also captured nearby Cahokia and
then Vincennes without firing a shot.

o The main trouble spots for the Americans were several




