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PGS ARE TICHTLY CALLED PIGE,
THEY AFs.., SUCK DIRTY ARIMALS. .-
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OF ALL the symbols we have crested for ﬁm’%’i#eg
words ere the iost valuable and the most powerfu

He ate and drenk the precious wcrds,

His spirit grew robust; ‘

He kncw no-more that iwe was oo,

Nor that his {rome was ¢

He danced glorg the din g} aa ‘ys,

And Ehis bequ,esz of winge

-Was but o book. VWhai Hberty

A loosened spin't brings! e
' —Romity Dekinsan
But w«mis can alse work a derker magie, 2 magic that
misieads and distorts,

As eymbols, words stend ;’or things and ideas.
are not things and ideas. The word and what it rep-

resents are not the same t‘mm just as the fleg is not
the country. v]ord% are or.i‘ Iabels,

“Of course,” you say. “Evervone knows
obvious e'mugh "I ow mud wa m,?eJ that
is not the thing. Yet doesn’t cur o’u oY
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FROM NOW CON, Gf_a\'T LEMAN, 'mr.,c
WORDS WE w.m_ AGREED UPON WIL
B KNOWN AS CUSS WORDS. .

AT ]

Impact of Words.
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we Go ideniify the word with what it stands for?
© Meny people feel that certmn words, like maggot
or vomit, are disgusting. As if saying or seeing the word
we*e having the thing itself present.

o 'The . use - of certuin words—the so-called “dirty

woids"—is frowmed upon by most people. Yet other

words with the same meaning
be used without fear, »
o Similar words, like ioilet,

___:‘lmoper Wm‘ds"—'—m

have & red-faced glow

‘about them, while other wards thai refer fo the same

zhmg 4o not,
® Some penpla sitffer ridicule because of their “odd-

" sounding” or “sicsy” names. As if the name could

actually tell something about the person or were neces-
sarily connected with the person.
These instances of word magic show how words can
a?’sl et us. Words sud what they do lo us will be the
ain. subject of the next two books of thé Underetand-
xn-g Lenguage series: How Words Use You and The

[ VouR HOUSE (3 NOT LEGALLY IN
I MINKESOTA. THIS SURVEY PUTS T
TEN YA@‘% OVER THE JOWA LINE, -
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